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g* na tional EDUCATIONAL UNION. 


• ~Z nf his Who had taken a governess for her 
lady friend > ^ whQ was delighted with her m J drei ' 
from Amble- ’ ladies who were waiting to g et ° ds ' 

nesses from Ambleside. He recommended the study of^ 
Parents’ Review. 

rSv Isabel Margesson gave an account of the „ rp 
success that had attended the Monthly Meetings in « 
Belgravia Branch, and the welcome which the parents ha 
o-iven to the courses of Training Lessons. They had hj 
Three courses: “The Theory and Practice of Froebel,” b " 
Mrs. Walter Ward; “Teaching Children to Draw and P a i nt '. 
by Mr. E. Cooke, a disciple of Ruskin ; and « Religion 
Instruction,” by Miss Agnes Mason. This last course had 
been especially welcomed by many mothers who had felt the 
very great difficulty of the subject. A Natural History Club 
had been started for the benefit of Members. She had much 
pleasure in seconding the vote of thanks. 

Miss Beale of the Ladies’ College, Cheltenham, spoke of 
the great importance of co-operation between parents and 
teachers ; of the necessity of a religious basis for education, 
and of the great help the Union had been. 

The Rev. Air. Ilart-Davis also supported the vote of 
thanks, said that they must all regret that they were not 
children, to be brought up on these new methods, or that 
Miss Mason had not been born fifty years before. They 
must all be grateful that they had the help of the Society 
'U f tke ' r own children. He should like to call attention to 
t e tact that the Society was a “National” one, and he hoped 

hni- ln , Uence wcndd spread not only among the richer classes 
ahnvo ° amon g the commercial and trading classes, and 
Dlea *. amon & the working classes. He had much 
The v"! SUPP ° rtmg the vote of thanks. [Cheers.] 
acclamation. PUt by Dr ‘ Schofield and carried by 

she had to^eiveT’ acknowl edging the vote of thanks, said 
his inability t ' message of regret from Lord Aberdeen f° 
relieve them of .f ttend- i he Society would soon have to 
power to control , eir office, from circumstances out of tb 01 ^ 
connected with it U r a Gy skoidd always be glad to have bee 


AUNT MAI’S BUDGET. 

By Mrs. Francis Steinthal. 


My Dear Children, — Ihis month I am going - to give 
you a very short task, which will only take up one day, 
and that is not too much to ask for, even by an Aunt, is 
it r As Wednesday is generally a half-holiday, I have chosen 
Wednesday, the 12th of July, and I want you to write me 
short letters, telling me what flowers you can find in full 
bloom on that day, and I should be very proud of my 
Nephews and Nieces, if they would paint me one flower 
with the brush only. Do not first draw it with a pencil ; 
but take your brush full of the right colour, and paint it 
straight on to the paper. 

Here is a specimen of the sort of letter Aunt Mai likes 
to receive : — 


Training College, Darlington, 

24th May, 1893. 

Dear Aunt Mai, 

I thought I should like to tell you about my Caddis 
Worm, which I have had since the 15th of April. It is nearly an inch 
long, and has such a soft body that to protect itself, it builds a house 
all round it. I put it into a saucer of water, and it began to crawl all 
round it ; a few days after we gave it some little pieces of sealing wax, 
and it soon began to join them on to its house, it looked very funny 

partly sticks and partly sealing wax. 

I also gave it some beads of different colours, which it has joined 
on too. Its house had got very long by this time, and soon it kicked 
off some of the hinder part, and put some more sealing wax on in front. 
We feed it with lettuce and water weed. Yesterday we found two more 
in a little stream and brought them home, and put them with the other. 

I am, your affectionate little friend, 

HILDA MARY SPAFFORD. 


Aged 9} years. 


AUNT MAI S BUD(tEI. 

will interest me v . 
tell me all you J 
an know you better 
lieve me, Your loving 

Auntie Mai. 

P.S.— I should like all letters to be sent to Wharf meac , 
Jlkley, before the 3 °th 

j j. is offered to the girl under 11, who makes the best 
doll’s dress, five inches long. 

3-f. is offered for the best cut out paper horse, done bv 
boys under 11. 

All work, which will be returned, must be sent to Aunt' 
Mai, Wharfmead, Ilkley, before the 30th of July. 



Natural History Riddles. 

Will appear in this and following numbers. 

of eighteen of ^ Undei " S ' Xteen ’ vvho Susses sixteen out 
Maclfhose’s Tales C °™ eCtly ’ Wl11 receiv e a copy of Miss 

- X - — 

Withm a little green house, 
here is a little brown house; 

Within the little brown house 

W>T ' S u 3 littIe yellow hou se ; 

Within the little yellow house 

SE? V K «'e white house; 

Withm the little white house, 

Jhere 18 a little heart. 

LU ar w!thTsk" white f as milk - 

Within a cmta " ^ " S §ilk = 

a sfstsx.** 


Five little chi,; HAT S " ALI ‘ WK PLAY - 

Mhe r e c fe ca11 ' hiding; X t a< ^ Uaintance are so fond of a 
children how to have begged me to tell 

t is well known to most of 
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our readers, but is generally played by older people, and I 
have not met many mothers who have introduced a very 
educational and enjoyable game into their nurseries. The 
power of observation is seldom cultivated scientifically in 
the young. Chddren are said by the older people, to be 
such keen observers, and to possess such sharp eyes Too sharp 
very often for the unfortunate nurses and mothers), that they 
are allowed to possess and lose it, without any effort to guide 
and direct on the part of the educator. Hence we constantly 

come across examples such as the following : 

A village library was closed for spring cleaning a few 
weeks ago. A notice was put up on the door stating why it 
was closed, and the day it would re-open. A stationer who 
has a shop round the corner, told a lady that during the three 
days, at least twenty people went in each day to ask why the 
library was shut, and when it would open again, although 
every enquirer had been to the door, and had seen the notice. 
Again, how few people even read correctly. Writers are 
painfully aware of this, when the post comes in, and almost 
always brings a letter of thanks for “your very able and clear 
letter, but would you kindly let me know where I can get so 
and so ? and what is the width of this r and the size of that r” 
Each question has been clearly anticipated in the paper, and 
the unfortunate writer has to waste (if he is good natured 
enough), a few moments every day to ask the correspondent 
to again read the paper, where he will find every information. 
I here are so many untidy brains in the world, that it behoves 
us to pay especial attention to early training of habits of keen 
and true observation. For this purpose I know no other game 
that is better than hiding. An object is chosen, a made spider, 
pair of scissors, small pot, pencil, etc., and shown to the 
children, who then leave the room. The object must be 
placed so that it can be seen from most parts of the room, 
and not covered in any way. The children then enter, and 
as they see it, quietly sit down, without speaking, and so 
°n until all are seated, when the first finder is allowed to hide 
the next time, and the game begins again. Children of 
three or four years can play the above game. 

A very good game can be taken from ‘ Practical Studies in 
Apperception,’ given in the May number of the Parents 
Review. 
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Phce twelve different colours in a row, and 
1 t un, -1 few moments to study the colou. 

Income in. Make the child turn round, and cover"? ° r ^ 
remove one colour, and ask the child to find out whl*^- 
have taken. I must confess that I had not looked U p 0 ? ^ 
a game, but after taking it with two children 0 f fL 7* 
the benefit of Mr. Rooper’s investigation, I Wa§ ur >h 
interested when they came and asked again for the 
“hiding eyes” as they called it. And since then it has h 


Ball Drill. 

The following drill has been learnt by a class of childr 
in four weeks, practising twenty minutes every morning ^ 

The two youngest children, aged four, only worked both 
hands together in each exercise, but a boy of six M ,;i v 
mastered every action. ' Uy 

I he piano is played to each movement, but as our readers 
may not already possess the same pieces, the names will be 
fZT’ l „ ,S ° that teacher can easily choose other 

numh'' -1 ^ P robabl y prove quite as effective. The 
umber in brackets represent each beat of a bar. 


I. 

action ^ US1C ^ r ° W ‘ The beats will be given to 
L! bancbs at the sides, ball in right hand. 

2 B oth hands raised. 

(3) f hrow ball on floor. 

2 f 4 j Catch both hands. 

*%*?«**. Right foot forward. T 1 
... ( 2 ) Catch. h ri ^ ht ° n h°or. 

whh foft ° n ^ L ^t foot forward. T1 

( 2 ) Catch. 
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(1) Left hand on side. Right foot forward. Throw 

with right hand on floor. 

( 2 ) Catch with left hand. Left foot forward, and 

so on. 


II. 

Slow C time, such as Moira’s Welcome. 

(1-2) Swing round both arms. 

(3) Throw ball into air. 

(4) Catch with both hands. 

(1-2) Right foot out. Left hand at side. Swing right 
arm round. 

(3) Throw up. 

(4) Catch with right hand. 

(1-2) Left foot forward. Right hand at side. Swing 
left arm round. 

(3) Throw up. 

(4) Catch with left hand. 

1-2) Right foot forward. Swing right arm. 

(3) Throw with right hand up. 

(4) Place left foot forward. Catch with left hand. 
1-2) Swing left arm. 

(3) Throw' ball up with left hand. 

(4) Place right foot forward. Catch with right hand. 

III. 


Tune. Keel Row. 

(1) Left hand on hip. Right foot forward. Hold 

ball dow’mvards in right hand. 

(2) Throw' on floor to bounce. 

(3) Ball comes up. 

(4) Knock dowm again with palm of right hand. 

(1) Right hand on hip. Left foot forward. Hold 

ball downward in left hand. 

(2) Ball comes up. 

(3) Knock down with palm of left hand. 

(4) Ball returns. 

(ij Left hand on side. Hold ball downwards in 
right hand. Right foot forward. 
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h) Ball returns, and left foot is placed for Warri 
right hand on hip. a ' 

t,\ Ball is knocked down by palm of left hand 
(4) Right foot placed forward and left hand 


ant) 


°n hi 


P. 


IV, 


l 1 ) 


Time two-four, slow. “ Des Schlossergesell,” in I a 
and Learn, by Jennett Humphreys, goes very well to 5 ? 

drill. f ' S 

Pupil places right foot forward. Bends 
elbow and raises the arm at the should 
bringing the forearm and hand before th"’ 
chest. Throw the ball up the right hand 6 
side the raised arm towards the body. ° Ut ' 
Catch it as it falls between the arm and chest 
Repeat the same with the left foot forward an 1 
right arm bent. 

V. 

Time six-eight “ The Hundred Pipers ” is recommended 
Pu P a stands ere ct With both arms raised from 
the elbow. Throw ball over the head from 
the right hand to the left. 

Catch with left hand. 

Throw with left. 

Catch with right. 

Knee] on left knee, and throw ball with right 
hand over head. 

Catch with left. 

v 1 on r 'ght knee, and throw ball with left 
hand over head. 

Catch with right. 

VI. 


I 1 ] 


( 3 ) 

(0 

( 3 ) 


lune. Keel R ou . n 
throwing U p t ^ e , ,j an f e the Highland Sch 
har with the right hn i° U1 ". t ’ mes at the 3rd beat c 
the ball with the left- "h ’ /\ dvance to the left and th 

"ght hands, and throw times at the 3rd beat 

hops. Tt, c „ . ow up the ball nr, _ t p 


- -uu wun the lf»ff u 1 r arm 

"Sht hands, and ,h‘ “l four '™es at the 3rd bea 

ops - Ph en take left h. baI1 on each beat as f 

n s, and throw up with the le 
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The Violin Player. 

Usten, children, and I will tell y „„ what h d 

years ago, when your fathers and mothers were little children 
a wonderful player on the violin, when he met a great,; 
musician than himself. 6 

Years ago, in the little village of Landolin, which is situated 
near the Black Forest, lived a little boy called Franz Hormuth 
Landolin lies in the heart of a large Roman Catholic district 
and Franz was in consequence, brought up in the shadow of 
the Church. When he was a very little boy his mother took 
him to all the services, and she soon discovered that the 
strains of the organ would at first check his wails and tears 
and later, his fits of passionate temper, which I am sorry to 
say Franz now and then gave way to. The most wonderful 
sights to little Franz were the Saints’ days, when the white- 
robed Priest walked round the village under the canopy, 
preceded by the Acolytes, in bright red dresses, and when 
on the return to church the organ pealed forth, and the boys’ 
voices ascended, Franz’s heart would almost burst with the 
desire to go up straight to heaven, where the angels could 
teach him to make such beautiful music. 

Franz’s mother was very, very poor ; his father had died 
when he was only one year old, and the poor woman was 
obliged to work hard in the fields all day, to earn bread 
for herself .and golden-haired boy. Sometimes in the 
evenings, when she returned home, her heart would be very 
sad, for she had not earned enough to buy wood to put into 
their stove, and had only a very little piece of brown bread for 
their suppers. But when she saw Franz’s rosy, happy little face 
she felt better, and after they had divided the crust, she would 
take his hand and lead him to the Church, where they found 
warmth and light, and heard the organ peal forth. Franz’s 
mother had a clear, beautiful voice, and when they reached 
home again, often lulled him to sleep by singing all the sweet 
•strains they had heard in the Church. So Franz was nursed 
in music, and as he grew older, his love for it grew stronger 
and stronger, and the old white-haired Priest would often lay 
bis hand on the boy’s head and say : — 

I" ranz, my boy, we must make a musician of you, and 
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; h . n sing in our church." Then Franz would sta n< , 
then you shal » bi g and grand. 

° n n iS ?av t0 when he was ten years old, a strolling pl 
i"hr?ugh the village, and for the first time in his £ 
Franz heard the notes of a violin. They sank deep, deep 
into his soul, and that night he told his mother that he 
ave every penny he could, to buy such a marvellous instru- 
ment His mother, who was very proud of her good little 
son, promised to help him, and lay aside her little mite. 

So they both worked very hard, and saved little by little, 
until one evening, on Franz s sixteenth birthday, they opened 
their money-box and eagerly added up the money. 

« Mother,” exclaimed Franz, as they counted thirty shillings, 
“ the good Lord has given me my violin. We have enough !” 
The happy woman could not speak, but her eyes filled with 
tears, and she drew the boy’s face to her’s and gave him a 
proud mother’s kiss. 

The next evening, as soon as work was over, Franz and his 
mother started from their home, and went over the fields, by 
the winding river, and along the broad high road until they 
reached the nearest town. 

The good Priest had sent a note with them to an old friend 
who kept a large stock of musical instruments, and to him 
they wended their way, and in a very short time Franz was 
the proud possessor of a violin, which the kind seller reduced 
considerably for his friend’s sake. 

I can tell jou of a young Professor who lives here, who 
hZ f I? you , lessons for very little pay, if you could come 
Ti ° r 16 sa .* d to l’ ranz as they were leaving the shop, 

lessons a h* 1 * 1 / anc * franz promised to return for 

their precLs bu n rde U n ned thr ° Uffh thG dark night with 

hand^and tremble Now and then F ranz put out his 

wailed forth. His ° t . OUche . d a strin 8'» and a sweet sound 
Hod for vivino- h mot 1( r ^ a Y still, and listened, and thanked 

The 3 C ‘ eVer and S °° d *“• 

and when the P ractlse d every evening on his violin, 

Pennies for doing vvorkTTtB 0 ^ this> they often gaV6 hin1 

the y paid for his H ** em ’ an( ^ t ^ len they believed that 
°ur violin.” ons, and had ev r ery right to say 
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So time went on, and the village folks grew very proud of 
their young musician, who became, when he was eighteen 
the leader of the village band, which played every week in 
the Inn. 

His mother lived to see this, but she was no longer strong 
enough to work in the fields, and Franz, like the good son he 
was, worked for her during the day, and played for her 
every evening, and his mother could never make up her 
mind when she talked about him to the neighbours, whether 
his playing was better than his goodness, or his heart better 
than his music. 

One day two travellers strayed out of the beaten track, 
and found themselves, as night approached, at Landolin, very 
hungry and very cold. They found their way to the Inn, and 
the landlord gave them a hearty welcome, and a warm 
supper. 

When they were finishing their meal, the sounds of music 
and merriment came through the open door, as the landlord 
brought in the pipes and lager beer. 

“ What is going on downstairs ?” asked one of the two men. 

“We have a school feast to-day, and it always ends with 
a dance in my house,” said mine host. “ We have a very 
great musician living in our village, and he is now playing 
for the dancers. Would you care to join us, gentlemen ?” 
T he travellers thanked him, and said they would shortly come 
down. As he left the room they looked at one another and 
laughed. 

“ Shall 1 let mine host know that Jean Becker, of the 
famous Florentine Quartette, is now under his roof, and does 
not care to hear this village musician murder his beloved 
violin ?” said the younger man. 

“ No,” said Jean Becker, “let us go down and enjoy our- 
selves. I am in the right mood for romping with children ; 
but remember you are not to breathe my name. 

So down the steps went the two friends, and found them- 
selves in a big, well-lighted room, filled with merry, laughing 
children, who were trying to dance a waltz to the strains of 
Franz’s music. He sat at one end of the room, pouring his 
soul out on the strings of his dear violin, scarcely seeing the 
children as they flew hither and thither. The dancers feet 
flew round faster and faster, and Jean Becker seizing a little 
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A, "nfZ rTand his friend a still younger child, wV , - 
ma,d f ° iddv crowd, and danced harder than anybo^ 1 * 
J£ ££££«* and laughed louder than 1°°^, 
Sy saw their new big play fellows and the landing'" 
villagers stood in the doorway, and looked thr OUsh * 
windows to admire the scene and more than one J* 
“Ah! they all dance so beautifully because Franz play s 


well. . 

At last Franz brought the music to an end, and all th 

breathless boys and girls sank on the benches and chai^ 
placed round the room, and laughed and talked about the tv* 
big- men who had joined them. 

Jean Becker stepped up to Franz and thanked him tor 
playing so well, and asked if he might look at his instrument 
Franz handed it to him half fearfully, lest his violin should 
come to any harm in the hands of a stranger. 

Jean Becker, placing one foot on a chair, put the violin into 
position, and drew the bow quietly across the strings. A 
wonderful chord transfixed Franz’s attention, and he never 
once removed his eyes from Becker’s face, as he suddenly 
began the most marvellous magical air. The children and 
v, Hagers became as one man. They laughed, smiled, had 
tears m them eyes as Jean Becker commanded them in his 

one thin * ™ nd f* Ul U P hfanz’s face, as though the 

to pass g he had a WayS been lookin R for in his life had come 

table tnrnpT^ becber sto PP ec h and laying the violin on the 
before words urnedl y towards the door, wishing to depart 
doo"; n ° r a aP f plaUSe '"e spell. As he reached the 

crack, and then 1 animal stopped him, then a 

and saw that Fr, • ^ a lttle ckild in P ain - He turned 

and wasstandinrwiti! lC i.- br0ken the violin across his knees, 

Part of the murde H . . arms ra ised, each hand holding a 
touched you no ^ vlolln > an(1 crying, “After this god has 
you ’’ And linking h£md Sha11 ever again desecrate 
hands and wept for ° n b ’ S knees > he hid his face in his 

th at he had heard at losin 8T his dear violin, and for joy 

I know children J?* 9 *** player than himself. 

and as the above t i n f xer hke sad endings to your stories, 

P easure to hear that ^ * S P er f ect ly true, it may give y° u 

’ ra nz became a noted player in the 
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county round Landolin, and he has at the present day a little 
grandson who intends to play some day as well as his grand- 
father. 


Clay Modelling. 

( Continued .) 

This month we will take two subjects, as the weather is 
warm, and pupils are anxious to be out of doors, and to study 
Natural History rather than Modelling. 

Vegetables are so abundant and inexpensive this month, 
that we can easily provide a model for each child. They have 
done the apple and the pear, so we will now take quite a 
different form and subject, and therefore choose an open pea 
shell, or bean shell, with the peas or beans lying in it. 

You will require for the lesson, say to five pupils : 


5 boards. 

5 wet sponges. 

5 small pieces of day. 

5 peas or beans. 

5 tools. 

The latter can be obtained at Newmann's, in Newman n 
Street, and one tool, which he knows I recommend, and which 
is quite sufficient for nearly all clay models a child can make, 
can be obtained for 4 d. 

When the pupils are seated, take a piece of clay 
and roll it into a thin sausage between the palms of 

the hands. It must not go between the fingers, as 

they would leave their impression on the clay. Lay 

the roll on the board, and flatten with the right thumb. 

Take the tool, and with the knife end cut it the size and 
shape of the model. Take it up, place the thumb in t e 
centre and carefully turn up the edges against the t lum . 
Notice where the depressions occur that contain the peas, cine 
carefully make them with the end of the thumb. a x sma 
pieces of clay, roll them into balls, flatten slight y, anc moc e 
them to resemble the peas, wet them with the ^ m P^P on ^ 
and place them in their places. Noting carefu y t e c 1 ert n 
in size, smooth the outside with a wet sponge, anc u p 
is finished. 

For our sorond subiect. 


will take a tomato for our 
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, , For the lesson the teacher will requi re u 
model - w* and tomatoes. ^ 

C ' RollTp^eci of 1 into a bal1 between * b e Palms of 
K . slightly press two ends together. Ron k,: 

“ fimo all roll cut it the length of one of the^ 
parts of the tomato, make it thinner at both ends, wet J? 
the sponge, and place on the flattened ball. Put as m ' h 
there are rolls on the model, and then car“ £ -" y 


on as tnere --o , -arefully Wo , 

each to the exact shape of the one on the original tomato 
running" them together on the flattened surface where r * 
quired. The ball must be very small, otherwise, when a n 
the rolls are placed on it, it is much larger than it ouJh 
to be. Both these models have been carefully and success* 
fully worked by children of four and five. 


Stewed Beef and Maccaroni. Little dripping ; 2 ozs. beef 
steak; i oz. maccaroni. Cut the beef into thin strips din 
them in flour seasoned with salt and pepper, roll each one un 
separately, and tie them with string. F 

qukktvini!! 6 d T pin ^ h0t in a frying-pan, and fry them 
law or Jr T P them m a stew 'P an > add enough hot 
one hour. ^ ° C ° Ver them ’ and let them stew gently for 

, pi r s ’ throw k intoboinne 

>t. and arrange it round ^ ^ f °f y " five minutes » then strain 
chopped parsley. a dlS ^’ an( * s P r i n kle with finely 

centre, taste Ae^Valid ^ and plaCG h in the 
Pour it over the dish " 1 adc ^ more salt if necessary, and 

•W. 2 OZS. flour. l ft K 

cream of tartar • ditn ’ 2 ^ ' butter < a very small pinch of 
™ ilk or milk and water ° f S ° da ; ditto salt ; butter ' 

0Ur . rub in the butte" d tartar > soda and salt, to the 
and water or butter milk 1 ^ m ' X tD a P as te with milk 

■^011 n ^ n 

an( l bake at once in a ^ 0ard » and cut it in four with a knife. 

oven for about fifteen minutes. 

Edith Olliff, 

Lecturer to County Council- 


aunt mai’s budget. 
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The Girls’ Prize. 

The handkerchiefs sent show great care and patience on 
the part of the little workers. There is not one that is badly 
sewn, the hems and stitches being even and regular. Under 
these pleasant circumstances it is difficult to decide who the 
winner must be, and as several friends have declared that 
there is no difference of merit between two, I divide the prize 
between Hilda Mary Spafford, Darlington, and Irene 
Prestwich, IVIanchester. lhe work of a little girl only five 
years and eleven months old is so good, that I send Dorothy 
Ward, Nottingham, an extra prize of is. 

Excellent. Maud Baxter, Ivy Brown, Peggy Denton, 
Mary E. Doweling, Edith Elphich, Ethel Gabain, Dorothy 
Gabain, Mary Twycross, Vera Hamilton, Winifred Dun- 
thorn, Maudie Bate, Florrie Bate. 

I trust that all my little Nieces will again try in the 
competitions, and that in time they may all be winners. 

The Boys’ Prize. 

The paintings of caterpillars are also good, and I hope 
to receive work each month from the young artists. The 
first prize is taken by Clinton Lewis, age seven, Veytaux, 
.Switzerland, who has painted a capital pansy with a green 
caterpillar on one of the leaves, and pictures of six other 
caterpillars. 

An extra prize is. is awarded to Hugh Ward, Nottingham, 
age seven years, for paintings of two caterpillars. 

Charles Gordon Doweling, George Alexander, and Noel 
Hudson, have all sent very good drawings of single cater- 
pillars. If they had done as many as the winners, they 
would have stood a better chance of the prize. lhe first 
two boys’ work was as good in quality as in quantity. 

Work will be returned to the competitors, it they will 
enclose a penny stamp. 

Auntie Mai. 


